
 

 
 
 
11 October 2021  
 
 
Dear YAV Friends, 
 
What a term YAV had!  It was with great excitement and a little surprise that we farewelled Aurora 
on its tour to sing at the Darwin Festival performing both the Djari Project and The Pulse on Friday 
13 August.  They had a day of rehearsals and were able to launch The Djari Project on Sunday night 

– such a moving experience, with so many eagerly awaiting the live version of the CD that won an 
Australian Art Music Award in 2020.  Once they went into rehearsal for The Pulse on Monday 16th, 
the state was urged into a snap lockdown (nothing had been detected in NT for months) and the 
girls ended up in their hotel rooms from 12 noon on Monday to 12 noon on Thursday.  Despite this, 
they were still able to do 4 incredible shows of The Pulse with their acrobatic partners in crime, 
Gravity and Other Myths.  We are so proud of what they achieved under such circumstances!   
Aurora was also able to do 4 more shows at Her Majesty’s Theatre from 16 – 18 September. 
 
After not being able to rehearse face to face for many weeks, 1CC was the first YAV choir to trial the 
government’s new making music with masks project. The result was probably not the choir’s best 
sound, but they were together, and we welcome any initiative to be open. Since then, 2CC, MVG 

and Aurora have continued rehearsing face to face with masks. 
 
We have a number of fabulous projects planned for term 4, and term 3 was all about preparing to 
perform at our absolute best.   
 
We thought you might like to hear the programme that we have for your choristers this semester. 
We have worked hard to make sure these experiences can be delivered, with flexibility to learn 

music and rehearse to deliver the sound that YAV is well renowned for. This has challenged the 
Conductors to consider innovative learning pathways and rehearsal techniques to create an 
experience for our choristers and a performance worthy of our reputation and the expectations of 
the music community. We are grateful for the dedication of our staff, and it is important to reinforce 

our gratitude to them for their hard work and creativity. 
 
We are so proud to be involved in so many special events: 
•  A recording of What do you do with an Idea? By Paul Rissmann with the Intermediate Choir, 

1CC and Aurora.  Although Covid does not allow us to record with the ASO, we are so excited 
to be singing Paul’s music in the ABC Studio 520 and allowing YAV and the ASO to reach new 
audiences with this music. 

• MVG will perform at Adelaide Sings in Elder Hall – flying the YAV banner and encouraging young 
men to keep singing as their voices change and develop. 

• 2CC and members of 1CC will join forces to be the children’s chorus (Ragazzi) for the stunning 

Carmina Burana by Carl Orff – outdoors at the Adelaide Showgrounds, with the ASO.  Although 
the children’s chorus don’t sing as much as the adults, they get the most glorious music. 



 
 
 
 

 

• 1CC will be premiering a new oratorio (like a sacred music opera, without staging), Nativity by 
Australian composer Richard Mills.  They join the ASO, Adelaide Chamber Singers and the 
Graduate Singers to make this incredible work come to life, with all the pathos, wonder and 
beauty the story signifies.  

• We are all together in our combined choirs’ Festive concert on 5 December, with all of the YAV 
choirs performing two South Australian works, Find a song inside by Jodie O’Regan and 
Australian Christmas Blessing by Callie Wood.  

 

We look forward to an exciting term 4 creating music together and wish to thank you all for your 
patience and support as we all manage the ever-changing restrictions together. YAV is very aware 
that there is no choir without choristers, and we value the community we have. We welcome a 
discussion relating to any concerns you may have as we juggle the weekly safety regimes; noting of 
course that the safety of choristers is our number one priority. 
 
Most of all we are grateful for the fellowship and support that choir offers. We look forward to 
celebrating without restrictions as soon as possible but until then we are glad that we can still sing. 
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